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Ms Northwestern US Pageant
Official Preliminary for American Elegance Pageant 
Contestant Handbook
2020








Pageant Rules and Regulations:
The entry fee for this pageant is $150.00 per contestant and must be paid in full by April 20th 2020. Please make payments to Miss Northwestern US  Pageant. No CHECKS. PayPal or Cash only.  Please send registration and payment to Miss Northwestern US Pageant attn.: Susan Miceli 123578 E 580 N. Georgetown IL 61846. All contestants must be registered before April 20th 2020. THERE WILL BE NO LATE ENTRIES ACCEPTED AND THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS. 
Registration and payments need to be received by April 20th 2020 in order to be eligible to participate in the event. We will have a meeting that day for all paperwork to be turned in and any questions that you may have will be answered. All paperwork, money, and entry into the optional award must be turned in on April 20th at 6pm 307 N. Vermilion Danville. You DO NOT HAVE TO ATTEND IF YOU MAIL YOUR FORMS IN!
The Pageant will take place on May 31st  at the Turtle Run Banquet Center. For contestants doors open at 3:00pm. Contestants should arrive promptly, in order to get ready. 
For spectators, doors open at 3:30 pm and Pageant starts at 4pm. 
There will be a $10.00 admission fee at the door for spectators. You may find the ticket order form included in the registration packet and may pre-order tickets for the event. 
The Pageant is for ages 19 and up. You MUST be a natural born female. 
The ages will be broken into five categories, Ms. 19 - 29, Woman 30 - 40, Lady 41 and up, Mrs. 25 and up (Married at least 6 months), Sophisticate 18 and up (sizes 16 and up). There will be prizes for the top three contestants in each category. We will also award Best of Personal Expression, Best of Fun Fashion and Best Evening Gown for each age division and these will be non-finalist awards (Depending on the number of contestants in each Divison). There will be optional categories of Miss Photogenic, Legacy Award, and People’s choice these will be overall winners. Winners of the Optional categories will not affect the outcome of the pageant. 
Miss Photogenic: A contestant submits 5 to 12 photographs any size up to 8x12. Please make sure they are a variety of poses. They must be in a book of some sort. PLEASE DO NOT SUBMIT LOOSE PHOTOGRAPHS. This will need to be turned in at the pageant on May 31st before the pageant!
Legacy Award: This will be awarded to one young lady that exhibits community service. This is a time to show case your community service throughout the year. Whether you volunteer at church, school, or with an organization this is time to show off what you do. Put together a scrapbook and BE CREATIVE!!! Please turn these in at the pageant before the pageant begins. The winner of this award will win a plaque and a gift. 
People’s Choice: The contestants will be given jars at the meeting for paperwork turn in on April 20th. If you aren’t able to attend due to distance or due to schedule conflict you may collect votes on your own.  They can decorate the jar however they wish to. THEY MUST HAVE CONTESTANT # and PHOTO on the jar. Also, the lid must easily come off the jar. We will reuse these jars for pageants to come so please make sure everything is removable. These jars will be on display during the pageant and the final votes will be collected after intermission is over. Once the contestant is registered they are allowed to start collecting money for People’s choice. Each vote is $1.00 the contestant who brings in the most votes will win a $50.00 cash prize. So ladies be creative when designing your ballot jar. You can collect votes before the jars are handed out and then put your votes into the one that is provided. The jars must be turned in on June 7th at rehearsal. 

Areas of Competition
Interview Competition: Interviews are panel style for 6 minutes. You will be asked questions off of your bio sheet and other age appropriate questions related to the title you are competing for. Interview for the Ms Northwestern US pageant is one of the most important aspects of the program. Please dress in age appropriate clothing, dresses and skirt and tops are fine, dress pants are also fine. Your outfit should be business appropriate you are interviewing for the job of a Northwestern US queen.  Also, don’t forget about the under garments. If your dress is fitted make sure lines don’t show. (Ask us if you need an opinion or a trusted adult) Avoid short skirts or low cut tops the outfit should be something you wouldn’t be afraid to wear in front of you grandparents or pastor at church. Think conservative dresses and skirts need to be below fingertip length. Also no open toed shoes!  All judge’s sheets are to be turned in by April 20th.  We will need 6 copies of the judges sheets. All judge’s sheets must be typed and one page in length. Please copy questions in order and set up on your computer and print out and turn them in. THERE WILL BE A 5.00 CHARGE  FOR ANY PERSON THAT DOES NOT BRING 6 COPIES OF THE JUDGES SHEET TO PAPERWORK TURN IN DAY ON April 20th..   
Personal Expression: This is a presentation done in front of the judges and it is 2 minutes and 30 seconds or less. It will be timed, and points will be deducted if you go over the limit. You can wear any attire that fits your topic. Personal Expression can be on any topic (e.g.: your hobbies, platform, family, career, etc.). Feel free to create and use props for your speech; it’s your time to be creative if you wish! Make this your time to be as interesting, informative, or whatever you are trying to convey. You want to capture the judges’ attention; however, content is much more important than creativity and showmanship. Subject matter can be either humorous or serious.
Fun Fashion: Can be any attire of your choosing that you would wear if you were going on a classy day or night out on the town or a very glamorous outing/red carpet event. You may be as creative as you wish with your attire as it reflects you and your personal taste. Full length gowns of any color or style are not considered suitable competition wear. Modeling for this portion is freestyle. 
Evening Gown: Your evening gown should touch the floor, all around. If your shoes can be seen while standing still, it’s too short. This is the most elegant part of our competition. Hi-lows are not considered suitable competition wear. Think traditional, “old school” (1990s Miss America) style of modeling with simple, clean turns and body carriage; look on YouTube for examples. Both hands on hips or “power poses” is strongly discouraged in evening gown!
· If you have any questions on wardrobe or want us to look at interview attire, personality wear, or your gowns please don’t hesitate to ask. We want you to put your best foot forward. Our staff and crew have Many Years of experience in pageants, we can help guide you to make the best choices for you. 

Additional Information: If you are crowned Queen you must plan on staying after the pageant to sign the Standard Expectation Sheet.. We will do this as soon as pictures are over. If for some reason the Queen is unable to fulfill her duties as a Northwestern US Queen the first runner up will be awarded the title and the Queen will have to surrender her crown and sash. Winners fees are paid for Nationals. This does not include wardrobe or hotel costs. Winners MUST ATTEND NATIONALS HELD IN ITASCA ILLINOIS October 29- November 1 2020. Winners are required to follow all National Guidelines that are set forth by the National Pageant. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Official Host Hotel: (You do not need to stay here) Sleep Inn and Suites of Danville IL  361 Lynch Dr Danville IL 61832 Phone 217-442-6600

Our Official Florist: Anker Florist of Danville IL 421 N Hazel St Danville IL 61832 217-442-0226 

Our Official Venue Turtle Run and Banquet Center 332 E Liberty Lane Danville IL 61832 The Pageant will be held here. 
















Registration Form for Miss Northwestern US:

Contestant Full Name:___________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth_____________ Age as of October 1, 2020*_________________
Address:______________________________________ City_____________________________State_____ ZIP_______________
Phone Number_______________________________
Email Address_______________________________________
Referred by:__________________________________________________

If you want email confirmation of registration, please check _____ here or you can call 217 474 5149 for confirmation. 


Contestant’s Name _________________________________________________	

Contestant’s Signature________________________________________________
















Miss Northwestern US Pageant Photo Release


I _________________________________________allow the use of my child’s photo for the purpose of advertising and promotion of the Northwestern US Pageant.


Contestant’s Name_____________________________________________________


Contestant’s  Signature_______________________________________________________
Date_______________________



























Ticket Order Form
Tickets will be available for pick up on May 31st before the pageant. 


Contestants Name______________________________________


Number of Tickets Needed_________________x 10.00=________________________

Please circle Payment Type

Cash 					Credit Card




























Official Judges Information
Please Type and must not be longer than 1 page.  Please type in either Arial or Times New Roman and font must not be smaller than 12pt.

Name: 
Division:
Age:

Hobbies & Talents:


Awards/Honors:


Volunteer/ Community Involvement:


How do you deal with a challenge in your life?


Tell us something unique about yourself?


If your won this title how would you promote it?


What do you cherish most in your life?


What is your career goal or ambition in life?


What do you feel are the duties of a titleholder?







Miss Northwestern US
Ceremony Forms
This form will be used by the MC please type. The information needs to be easily read. Please type in either Arial or Times New Roman and no smaller than 12pt font.

Miss Northwestern US
Fun Fashion
Contestant Name:
Contestant Number:

Favorite Type of Music:

Favorite Activity you enjoy:

Sponsors (Limit 5 names please)

Description of Personality Wear:









Miss Northwestern US
Pageant Ceremony Form 
Evening Gown
Contestant Name:
Contestant Number:

Hometown:

Hobbies:


Personal Achievements & Accomplishments:


Three Words that best describe you?










Miss Northwestern US Pageant
Optional Entry Form
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Ms Northwestern US Pageant
Entry Form
Please Circle all that you are entering
Photogenic Portfolio $ 25
Legacy Award (Community Service) $10

Name:______________________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________
City:_________________________State:______________ZIP:__________________________
Total Fees Paid:________________
Entry Fees Due By April 20th 2020 (Photogenic Portfolio, Legacy Award, and People’s Choice Ballot jar is to be turned in May 31st 2020 before the start of the pageant.  Please do not bring them before rehearsal they may get lost or damaged and will not be accepted at any other time.)




Miss Northwestern US American Elegance Pageant – Contestant Contract

I______________________________________________________________ agree to the following:
				       Full Name of Delegate (printed)

I am a lawful and legal resident or citizen of the United States;

I have always been female and was born of such sex; 

I have never been convicted of any crime, and do not have any criminal charges pending against me;

I have never performed any act or engaged in any activity which is or could be characterized as dishonest, immoral, indecent, or in bad taste;

I will forever hold the Ms Northwestern US Princess Pageant, the American Elegance Pageant, its employees, staff, volunteers, shareholders, both present and future, harmless for any injury and/or theft of personal property during the entire pageant; 

I will NOT defame the pageant through any action, whether oral, written, through any social media or other means. I understand and agree that defamation of the pageant, delegates, judges, and/or anyone affiliated with the Pageant may result in an immediate disqualification and relinquishment of prizes, including the Title and Regalia, with no recourse for appeal through any legal means;

I understand that if I were to win a Regional Title, I will be required to make a minimum of six (6) appearances and must compete at the American Elegance National Pageant in 2020; 

I understand and agree that I must contact the Regional Executive Director at least five (5) days prior to making an appearance with another pageant title;

I also understand and agree that if I desire to either compete or accept an appointed title from another pageant system, the following conditions must be met:
1) I must contact the regional executive director in writing via mail (email requests are not acceptable) no less than thirty (30) days prior to the commencement of the pageant or announcement of appointed title;
2) The letter must include the following information: name and affiliation of the pageant requested to compete, dates of the competition or date of the announcement of appointed title, and contact information for the local and national director of requested pageant;
3) Permission must be granted in writing from the Regional Executive Director only.
**If permission is not granted and I still compete, or an announcement of an appointed title is made, I agree that my reign as a Titleholder for the Ms Northwestern US Pageant will be terminated without notice. 

I agree to display good sportsmanship always. I understand and agree that any disruptive, immoral, and/or illegal behavior before and/or during the pageant will result in immediate disqualification without reimbursement of fees paid. 

I understand and agree that any point deductions based on infractions, whether explicitly stated in this Contract or not, are solely under the discretion of the Regional Executive Director;

______________________________________		_________________________________
Titleholder’s Name (Print) 					Date
								
__________________________________________		
Titleholder’s Signature 

Agreement to and signing this Contract is required to compete!
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